Per the State of Michigan-
SIGN THE CERTIFICATE IN ITEM 27a WITHIN 48 HOURS OF DEATH. THIS MUST BE AN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE. RUBBER STAMPS OR OTHER FACSIMILES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  Funeral homes are required to have them in 72 Hours. 

Process for handling death certificates on weekends/holidays
1. When a patient passes on ICU over the weekend or holiday the physician will get a phone call from medical records.  The physician can tell them if they are not the correct one and who is.
2. If it is the correct physician (except for Nocturnists) the physician will need to go to Medical Records on the main floor, pull up the MRN on the computer and by hand fill in the death certificate that medical records supplies them. Medical records has a template sample to show them what needs to be filled in (the part we normally type for doctors) 
3. Medical records is open on weekends and holidays from 8 a.m. -11:30 p.m. so if a patient passes on a pod covered by a nocturnist, the physician who takes over that pod will need to fill out the death certificate.  Your support staff will need a copy of the death certificate so please ask Medical records to fax us a copy of all paperwork for our return.  
4. Physicians will need to know their license number
5. There will be phone numbers available if a Medical Records person is not in the office at the time you get there. 
6. Our plan is to start this over the Christmas Holiday.  We will start with the Holiday weekend the 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25.  Support Staff will be in on the 26th to resume 
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